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THE MINERALOGICAL SOCIETY OF 

TASMANIA: 
 

President & Editor:   Ralph Bottrill Email: rbottrill@mrt.tas.gov.au 

  (03) 6267 1014 (home); (03) 6233 8359 (wk.); fax: (03) 6233 8338 

Treasurer Marnie Pope (03) 62442023 Email: pope00@ozemail.com.au  

Secretary Marnie Pope (03) 62442023 Email: pope00@ozemail.com.au 

Field Trips Officer:  M Latham & B Pope 

Librarian   Brett Chandler: bjrc@westnet.com.au  

Vice-President: Steve Sorrell:  (0419) 369 483 (mob.) email: 

steve@crocoite.com 

All correspondence to:  P.O. Box 1111, Rosny Park, Tas., 7018 

Meetings Are held on the second Friday of each month at 7.00pm, 

in the first year lecture theatre, Geology Dept., University 

of Tasmania, Sandy Bay. Visitors are most welcome. 

Membership fees $15: single,   $20: family (includes 4 newsletters/yr) 

Patron:  Professor Ross Large, University of Tasmania 

Website: http://www.mineral.org.au/socs/taspg001.html  

ABN:   49 582 252 658 

 

The Mineralogical Society of Tasmania is a member body of the 

Tasmanian Lapidary and Mineral Association Incorporated. 

 

 
ñWatermelonò Elbaite, Penneshaw, Kangaroo Island, South Australia.  

Sue Bottrill specimen  About 8mm diam.. 
 

 

FLOODS 

We do hope all Min Soc members (and friends and families) have weathered the 

storms and floods with little loss. Perhaps there will be some compensation with a 

few gems, gold etc. getting washed out? 

file:///E:/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/OLK32/mst46/rbottrill@mrt.tas.gov.au
mailto:pope00@ozemail.com.au
mailto:pope00@ozemail.com.au
mailto:bjrc@westnet.com.au
file:///E:/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/OLK32/steve@crocoite.com
http://www.mineral.org.au/socs/taspg001.html
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PROGRAM / EVENTS 

 

MST PROGRAM 2011 

February 11 Meeting: Mexican caves/quiz night 

February Field Trip: Arizona (contact Ralph) 

February 19 Trip: Weld River (Huon) 

March 11 Meeting: Mike Jagoe ï minerals of Ontario 

March 12-14 Field Trip WC? 

March 18-20 Hobart Exhibition 

March 25-27 Latrobe Gem & Mineral show 

April  8 Meeting: Ross Large: Witwatersrand gold fields 

April   Field Trip? 

May 13 Meeting: Dave Duncan - Zeehan 

June 10-13 Mineralogical Symposium, VIC 

June 17  Meeting: Ralph ï Gold Fever II  

July 8  Meeting: Auction/quiz night & AGM   

August 12 Meeting: Ambros Kissling - Sweet Home mine 

September 9 Meeting: Ralph - Tucson talk 

September  Field Trip? Bridgewater 

October 14 Meeting: TBA  

October Field Trip? NW 

November 11 Meeting: TBA  

November Field Trip TBA   

December ? Xmas Function TBA  

 

TLMA programs: see p. 5 

 

Italicized items are non-MST events: ask Ralph for contacts. 

Nb: Most trips are tentative dates. PLEASE CONFIRM field trip details and your 

attendance, at least two days in advance, with a nominated Field Trips Officer  

or contact the president. 
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

Recent MST affairs 

 

On the 27nd November we held our Christmas function, combined 

with our 20th anniversary, a great night (see below). 
 

 

 

MST 20TH ANNIVERSARY  DINNER AND 

CHRISTMAS PARTY.  
M. Pope 

This was held on the evening of Saturday 27th November 2010 at Brookfield 

Vineyard at Margate.  The venue had a lovely setting amongst the vines with 

outdoor seating and beautiful views along with a brilliant sunset, the mood was set 

for a fantastic evening.  Alas, mother nature intervened with a rainy afternoon and 

evening, but undaunted we settled into the cosy interior room with enjoyable 

background music.  Twenty one people attended including our Patron (Prof) Ross 

Large and his wife Marley.  

 

El-presidento Ralph gave a short entertaining speech on the formation of the 

society twenty years ago when founding members thought it a good idea for those 

friends who were interested in minerals to form a Tasmanian Mineral Society.   

 

An enjoyable 3 course meal proceeded a mineral quiz with undefined parameters 

by quiz master Graham Rowbottom.  About  25 mineral  specimens that were up 

for auction were passed  along for perusal, before spirited bidding started by 

auctioneer Graham, aided by Ralph. Some specimens went for a bargain, while 

others were eagerly fought over, one member so intent on getting the specimen he 

repeatedly bid against himself. Commission on sold and donated minerals raised 

$43.60 on the night.  

 

Thanks to all members and partners who attended for making this special event an 

evening to remember.  
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More Christmas dinner photos. 

 

 
 

 
ñWhat do you mean you donated some of my favourite specimens to the auction!ò 

ñWell, you seemed to have plenty more!ò 
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Created from Chaos 
 

A geological trail of 100 sites in Tasmania, written by geologist, 

teacher, photographer and our own MST member Peter Manchester, 

this excellent book has just been released. This is a well illustrated 

description of 100 of the best and most accessible geological features 

in Tasmania, written for the layman. This is a book that we should all 

take with us on our trips to help us understand out landscape and 

They are available in some bookstores now for $60, but members of 

the society can get copies for $50, plus $8 postage if required  

(contact Peter on milingandi@vision.net.au or Marnie or Ralph will 

take orders). its formation.  

 

 

 
 

 

mailto:milingandi@vision.net.au
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MST LIBRARY  
Interesting articles in journals recently received include:  

Minerals (Newspaper for mineral collectors)  

1: Adelaide mine; Gold; e 

Broken Hill Mineral Club  

11(2) : Ilmenite, Zircon; Websites 

Mineralogical Society of Vic Newsletter  

 Dec ó10: Limestone Ck mine, Victoria 

NW Tas Min Club  

(Jan 2011): Field trip programme 

MICRONEWS (Canada) 

45 (1) Microfossils, packaging 

 

Many interesting articles occur in these newsletters; please don't hesitate to ask to 

borrow these, or any of our books. We also hold many mineral-related books and 

some videos and CD-ROMs. A catalogue is available from Michael Pope ( 

pope00@ozemail.com.au, ph 03 62442023), who also curates a photo album for 

the Society; all relevant donations (eg. from field trips) are most welcome 

(electronic or hard-copy, but please add some details). . 

 

The Mineralogical Society of WA is planning to host the 2012 Joint 
Societies seminar in Perth, Western Australia. The seminar theme will 
be around Rare Earth Minerals (REM). We are inviting your 
comments, feedback and expressions of interest. 
  
Regards, 
Sue Koepke  minsocwa@hotmail.com  

Secretary/Treasurer 

Mineralogical Society of WA Inc.  
 

Thumbnail Boxes  
 

We have a supply of these available now.  

Clear Lid, white or black base 

 

From $1.80 each, with quantity discounts. 

 

Size (Metric):38mm x 38 mm x 32 mm 

Base Size: 38mm x 38 mm x 1

 

mailto:pope00@ozemail.com.au
mailto:minsocwa@hotmail.com
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T.L.M.A. NEWS AND FI ELD TRIPS 2011 

 
The last meeting was held in Zeehan on 6/9/2010. The next meeting will be held in Latrobe on 

27/3/2011. A list of trips has been compiled for 2011 (see below). 

 

 

 

 

The trip leaders MUST be contacted with 2 days prior to the trip. 

Please remember the T.L.M.A. Code of Ethics at all times. 

Stone swaps can be held at field trips ï check with trip leader. 

Note:  Safety Gear  =   Hard Hat, Safety Glasses, High Visibility Vest, Steel Cap Boots. 

Date Location Information  Club Leader 

 

February 6
th 

Sunday 

Deloraine Fossils.  

Pick & bucket.  

L.C.N.T. Gavin Linger 

63 678143 

February  27
th
 

Sunday
 
 

Campbell Town Market.  L.C.N.T. Gavin Linger 

63 678143 

March 19
th
- 20th 

 

Hobart Gem Show L.C.T. Inc 

Hobart 

Rod Hewer 

62 487669 

March 26
th
-27th 

 

Latrobe Devonport/Burnie 

Gem Show 

D.L.C. Neil Newman 

64 270492 

April 17
th
 Sunday 

 

 

*  April 22 -25
th

 

Milton 

 

 

Bathurst. NSW. 

Wood & Agate 

Pick & Shovel 

 

GEMBOREE 

L.C.T. Inc. 

Hobart 

Kurt Aheimer 

62 491408 

 

May  14
th- 

15th 

 

Gladstone Quartz 

Pick & Shovel 

L.C.N.T. 

 

J. Ames-Smith 

63 442092 

June 12
th
 Sunday 

 

TBA Information Day BG&MC Nigel Burch 

64 346264 

0416195316 

July 10
th
 Sunday Calder 

Penguin 

Agate & Jasper 

Pick & Shovel 

D.L.C. Neil Newman 

64 270492 

August 21
st
 

Sunday 

Flowery Gully Calcite,  

Pick & Shovel 

NWTMC Sam Caberica 

64 254340 

September 18
th
 

Sunday 

Little Swanport Agates & Wood 

Pick & Shovel 

MinSoc 

Tas 

Barry Pope 

62 442023 

October 16th 

Sunday 

Milton Wood & Agate 

Pick & Shovel 

L.C.T. Inc 

Hobart 

Pam Sawyer 

62 633237 

November 5
th
-6th 

 

Zeehan Gem & Mineral Show  Kim Dunstan 

64 716553 

November 20
th
 Lune River Agate, Wood, Fern 

Pick & Shovel, Probe 

L.C.T. Inc 

Hobart 

Rod Hewer 

62 487669 

December 3
rd

 

Saturday 

Campbell Town TLMA BBQ  

Swap Meet 

TLMA  Gavin Linger 

63 678143 
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 Australian Journal Of Mineralogy  
 

The latest issue of this great journal (15/1-2) is due out soon, as a 

special issue on Gold in Tasmania . For more information see: 

http://www.mineral.org.au/pubs/ajm.html .We can show you copies on 

request and provide subscription forms ($28/yr). The journal is a 

must-have for all Australian mineral collectors and mineralogists. It 

is of a similar standard to the Mineralogical Record, but the focus 

is on articles on Australian minerals and localities. Any 

contributions, advertising, suggestions can be directed through the 

editor Dermot Henry (dhenry@museum.vic.gov.au) or the 

president. The second Tasmanian issue is still in prep. Several back 

issues of the AJM are available from the society for discount prices 

to members (via Ralph).  

 

  

Alluvial gold in Tasmania 
 

The revision of this book is now out, and contains more 

information on prospecting requirements, nuggets found in 

Tasmania, and updated information on all the alluvial goldfields in 

the state.  It contains 28 pages, including a map of the main 

goldfields and GPS locations and information an all know alluvial 

gold locations. It costs $7.70 and is a must-have for all gold 

prospectors. We can show you copies on request (via Ralph). 

 

 

 

ANZ Mineral Collector magazine 
 

Issue 10 contains articles on: 

 Editorial - Mineral Magazines and all that...  

 News Release - Angastonite  

 Sceptre Quartz Crystal Inclusions  

 Down Under Trip Report 
 

Purchase options:  

The first is to order directly through Lulu in the same way as in 

the past. High quality printing and a cost of $US12.50 plus 

postage: See: http://www.lulu.com/smartarts,. 

The second option is through a printing facility in Melbourne, 

Australia. The quality is still good, but not quite as high as 

Lulu. The benefit, particularly for Australian and New 

Zealand subscribers, is the lower cost which is $AU12.50 

post paid in Australia, and $AU15.00 post paid to New Zealand. To take up this option, 

orders will need to come through Steve Sorell: steve@crocoite.com . The third option is an 

electronic one. Each issue can be downloaded directly from Lulu. Cost for this option is 

$US5.00. 

http://www.mineral.org.au/pubs/ajm.html
mailto:dhenry@museum.vic.gov.au
http://www.lulu.com/smartarts
mailto:steve@crocoite.com
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EXHIBITION 2011  

The Hobart Gem and Mineral Spectacular 2011 

Tasmaniaõs  Hidden  Treasures 
Grandstand Hall, Hobart Showgrounds, Glenorchy 

Saturday 19th March  11.00 am ï 5.00 pm 

Sunday   20th March  10.00 am ï 4.00 pm 

 

The next Gem and Mineral Exhibition will be held in the Glenorchy Showground, 

greater Hobart, Tasmania, Australia.  This is the principal gem and mineral show in 

Tasmania, jointly run by the Mineral Society and the Lapidary Club of Tasmania, 

now held every year. 
 

For further information: 

Ph.  Rosemary Aheimer  

(03) 6249 1408 
 

 

 

 

THE LATROBE GEM & MI NERAL FAIR  

 
Organised by Devonport Lapidary Club 

 

This event will be held at the Latrobe Memorial Hall in Gilbert St (next to the Council 

Chambers) in Latrobe from 9am to 4pm  

Saturday and Sunday March 26-27 2011. 
  

There will be trade tables, gem, crystal and mineral displays and working 

demonstrations of gem faceting and rock polishing and activities for kids. 

Free tables will be provided to the Tasmanian gem and mineral clubs for sale and 

display.  

Entry is $2 per adult, and children under 18 are free. 

 

For further information: 
Neil Newman nnewman@internode.on.net ph: 03 6427 0492 

And Nigel Burch nigelfburch@yahoo.com.au  mob: 0416 195 316 
 

 

mailto:nnewman@internode.on.net
mailto:nigelfburch@yahoo.com.au
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Cerussite, Magnet 

A Catalogue of the Minerals of Tasmania 

by R S Bottrill and W E Baker 

Catalogues of the minerals found in Tasmania 

have been kept since almost the earliest days 

of mining and have been of invaluable 

assistance to prospectors, mineral explorers, 

mineralogists and collectors. The catalogue 

was first published by the Tasmania Department of 

Mines in 1910,  and was extensively revised in 

1969. Since then the improvements in technology 

and further investigations of minerals and mineral 

deposits have not only increased the number of 

identified species and data on mineral occurrences, 

but have also invalidated many previous 'species'. 

 

The new Catalogue, published in late 2008, 

extensively updates the previous catalogue. A total 

of 753 minerals are described, comprising 483 

confirmed species, 162 unconfirmed species, 72 

variety or invalid names, and 36 series and group 

names. All entries in the 1969 catalogue have been 

re-evaluated and are now reclassified as to their 

known or likely validity. 

 

Species invalidated or doubted from the 1969 

listing have been retained, with comments. 

The new 254 page A4-size catalogue includes 

information on mineral occurrences and 314 

colour photographs of Tasmanian mineral 

specimens. The soft-cover book has a 

recommended retail price of $49.50 (including 

GST and post/packing). A very limited 

number of hard cover books are available only 

from MRT at $75 (plus $5 post/packing). 

 

More info: see MRT Website:  

http://www.mrt.tas.gov.au     

 

 

 

 

 

Cerussite, Magnet

How to get a copy 
Copies can be purchased from Mineral 

Resources Tasmania: 

 

In person: 

From our Rosny Park offices, 

30 Gordons Hill Road, Rosny Park 

 

By mail:  

PO Box 56, Rosny Park, Tasmania 7018 

 

By phone: 

 (03) 6233 8377 

 

Email:  

info@mrt.tas.gov.au 

 

Some will also be available to collect in 

Hobart from the Mineralogical Society for 

a small discount ï please contact Marnie 

(pope00@ozemail.com.au). 


